


social gaming convergence… 

 convergence with traditional casino-style gambling 

games has been both a blessing and a curse for 

social gaming providers 

 on one hand, the similarities have helped propel social 

casino games to unprecedented levels of growth and 

popularity. 

 on the other hand, these similarities have introduced a 

potential “regulation thru correlation” perspective, which 

has increased scrutiny and regulatory awareness of the 

industry 



 one recent study by a mobile 

analytics company, found that  

out of  active participants 

of social games, a sizeable 

of those are playing casino-

style games… 



 that same study noted that during 

2011, the use of casino-style social 

games increased by 60% while 

players of other social game types 

increased by 13%... 



 current estimates suggest that 

approximately people play 

social games on social networking sites 

at least once a day… 



Current Industry Governance Efforts 



 the International Social Games Association 

(ISGA) has been very proactive in bringing 

the social gaming discussion to the 

forefront of the industry… 



 gaming authorities in Australia, France, 

and the UK have led the early research 

efforts from a regulatory perspective... 



 as with most polarizing topics, both 

parties to the discussion bring logical 

points to the table… 



 industry advocates reference existing 

consumer protection laws as a sufficient 

level of regulation for social games… 



 whereas there is some concern amongst 

regulators that current consumer 

protection laws lack the sophistication to 

address the complex nature of 

contemporary game design… 



What to expect in the future…? 



 it’s clear that more data is needed… 



 any regulatory response should be well 

informed and measured… 



 it is likely that industry advocates will work to 

develop a comprehensive set of self-guiding 

principles.  

 the development of these self-guiding principles 

will serve to catalyze the primary areas of 

regulatory focus for this burgeoning genre of 

gaming. 



Q & A 

Thank You! 

Kevin Mullally, VP Govt Relations 

Gaming Labs Intl  
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